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2025-26 STUDENT PARTICIPANTS 
 

 
UNDERGRADUATE BIOLOGY RESEARCH PROGRAM (UBRP) 

 

Funding for UBRP students is provided by private donors, the University of Arizona Office of the 
Provost, Office of Research & Partnerships, BIO5 Institute, the Arizona Institute for Resilience 

RISE Internship Program, the College of Medicine - Tucson, College of Science, and the R. Ken 
Coit College of Pharmacy.  The UBRP Office is administratively supported by the Department of 

Molecular and Cellular Biology. 
 

Student Mentor 
Mohima Ali Ryan Gutenkunst 

Dakota Anderson Lalitha Madhavan 
Alan Andrade Lindsay Halladay 

Kanishk Anmala Lindsay Halladay 
Kirbi Miner Megan Corty 

Navya Balaji Scott Boitano 
Zachary Boydell Megan Corty 
Harrison Byrnes Justin Wilson 
Anna Campbell John Jewett 
Katelyn Cannon Renee Duckworth 
Connor Carney Lisa Nagy 

Branham Carpenter George Sutphin 
Vincent Carter Joanna Masel 

Aparna Chandrasekar Melissa Halpern 
Carol Chen Ying-hui Chou 

Katelyn Clarke Gregory Thatcher 
Alvaro Cruz Perez Elizabeth Hutchinson 
Adrian De la Pena Minying Cai 
Shraddha Dwivedi Ying-hui Chou 

Nancy Elnady Deepta Bhattacharya 
Kylie Ernst Andrew Paek 

Zain Francis Minkyu Kim 
Bhavya Hingorani Carol Barnes 

Nikhil Johnson Toshinobu Kazui 
Yvonne Kan Alonso Favela 
Kyle Kelly Chi Zhou 

Dani Khatib Deepta Bhattacharya 
Dae-Kyung Kim Megha Padi 

Andrew Kim Jil Tardiff 
Kaylee Kimbrell Sean Limesand 

Yona Kleinerman Vignesh Subbian 
Melody Kosters Minkyu Kim 
Maya Leonard Todd Schlenke 
Jacob Lines Keith Maggert 

Vijetha Logaprabhu Erika Eggers 
Gamaliel Isai Luna Martha Bhattacharya 
Maximus Luevanos Frank Porreca 

Tiffany Luu Michael Brown 
Iris Lyman Michael Riehle 
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Student Mentor 
Mackenzie Lynch Katalin Gothard 
Akshay Menghani Katherine Rhodes 

Maximo Mondragon David Margolis 
Kaia Mount Andrew Capaldi 

Kabir Rathore Muthu J. Ross Buchan 
Angelina Nediyathu Elise Erickson 
Olanma Ogbonnaya Lindsay Halladay 

Thomas Oldham John Jewett 
Logan Olshan Rui Xiong 
Ruhi Painaik Anita Koshy 

Ava Pal Katalin Gothard 
Aryan Pandey Jeong-Yeol Yoon 
Abby Pearse Katrina Dlugosch 

Genevieve Quezada Jesse Woodson 
Connor Rasmussen Justin Snider 

Delia Riley Bryan Black 
Sarah Rubinstein VK Viswanathan 
Ishnoor Sandhu Anne Cress 

Orli Sanyal Julie Armin 
Josue Sarmiento Frank Porreca 

Ellie Schrock Megan Corty 
Laura Serikova Ingmar Riedel-Kruse 
Ria Siddaiah Sam Campos 

Mia Sponseller Carol Barnes 
Sawyer Sullivan Lindsay Halladay 

Adam Super Shanna Hamilton 
Alex Tesch Mark Beilstein 

Audrey Thompson Chi Zhou 
Christopher Wilds George Sutphin 

Shalan Wu Hongmin Li 
Serena Yanez Brian McKay 

 
 

AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PHARMACOLOGY AND EXPERIMENTAL THERAPEUTICS 
SUMMER UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP (ASPET SURF) 

 

The ASPET SURF Fellowship, funded by a grant from the American Society for Pharmacology and 
Experimental Therapeutics, supports five undergraduate students per year to conduct research 
under the mentorship of Arizona faculty who are members of ASPET.  The program’s goal is to 

introduce undergraduate students to pharmacology research using authentic, mentored research 
experiences to heighten student interest in careers in research and related health care disciplines. 

 
 

Student Mentor 
 Mariah Bime   John Streicher 

 Rylee Freudenthal  John Streicher 
 Riley Greenleaf  John Streicher 
 Arjan Kundan  Edita Navratilova 

 Jean Carlo Marca Narvaez  Frank Porreca 
 



 3 

 
BECKMAN SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

 

The Beckman Scholars Program is designed to help stimulate, encourage and support research 
activities by exceptionally talented undergraduate students at U.S. universities and colleges.  The 

Beckman Scholarship at the University of Arizona provides funding for students to conduct in-depth 
research with one of 11 stellar research mentors in Arizona’s College of Science.   

Funding for this program is provided by the Arnold and Mabel Beckman Foundation. 
 

Student Mentor 
Victoria Inlow  Mark Beilstein 
 Isabella Irby  George Sutphin 
Isaac Kailat Michael Marty 

 Micaila Marcelle  Joanna Masel 
 

BIOLOGY RESEARCH ABROAD: VISTAS OPEN! (BRAVO!) 
 

The BRAVO! Program supports University of Arizona undergraduates in gaining a global 
perspective through a summer research experience abroad.  BRAVO! enhances participants’ 

scientific and professional skills and encourages the development of international collaborative 
relationships through independent and immersive experiences as participants live and conduct 

research in a foreign country.  Funding for BRAVO! is provided by private donors and the Arizona 
Institute for Resilience. Summer 2025 participants are: 

 
Bhargav Ghosh 

Mentored by  
Gayatri Vedantam, University of Arizona 

Bruno Dupuy, Institut Pasteur - Paris, France 
 

Arpita Gulati 
Mentored by  

Abhijit Date, University of Arizona 
Vivek Verma, University College Cork, Ireland 

 
Nandini Manepalli 

Mentored by  
Joanna Masel, University of Arizona 

Philip Donaghue & Davide Pisani, University of Bristol, United Kingdom 
 

Aruna Sreenivasan 
Mentored by  

Anita Koshy, University of Arizona 
Lilach Sheiner, University of Glasgow, Scotland 

 
 

DATA SCIENCES ACADEMY (DSA) 
 

DSA is an initiative to mobilize researchers across disciplinary boundaries who share a passion for 
data science, to deepen partnerships with both industry and government agencies, and to 

challenge students at all degree levels to explore new, innovative domains of expertise, to ensure 
the nexus between research and education is captured.  Support for DSA’s summer research 

positions is provided by the Office of the Provost & Department of Mathematics. 
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Student Mentor 
Ashiqul Alam  Melville Wohlgemuth 
 Sam Gibbon  Ryan Gutenkunst 

 Annika Gooding  Rachel Mitchell 
 Lilith Kotler  Ryan Gutenkunst 
 Ethan Lin  Alexander McGhee 

 Victor Sandrin  Elizabeth Hutchinson 
 Dylan Weaver  Michael Taylor 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SCIENCES - 

RESEARCH FOR INDIGENOUS STUDENT ENGAGEMENT (EHS-RISE) 
  

EHS-RISE, funded by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences grant #1-R25-
ES34923-01 (Qing-Yu Zhang, Principal Investigator), is an introductory, full-time, and residential 
summer research program which aims to increase the representation of Native Americans in the 

STEM workforce, while supporting students’ cultural identity. 
 
 

Student Mentor 
Louie Cabrera  Xinxin Ding 
 Gwen Flores  Cherie De Vore 

 Brad Ghahate  Jeffrey Burgess 
 Ella Harris  Scott Boitano 

 Noah Henio  Joe Hoover 
 Aris Ronyak  Darren Cusanovich 

 Evangelia Sai Pen  Julie Ledford 
 Dawnae Yazzie  Joseph Hoover 

 
 

PARTNERSHIP FOR NATIVE AMERICAN CANCER PREVENTION (NACP) 
 

The Partnership for Native American Cancer Prevention (NACP) is a collaboration between 
Northern Arizona University and the University of Arizona’s Cancer Center.  The mission of the 
NACP is to alleviate the unequal burden of cancer among Native Americans of the Southwest 

through research, training and community outreach programs in collaboration with the communities 
they serve.  The Training Core of NACP at the University of Arizona is led by Dr. Jennifer Bea, and 

funding for NACP is provided by the National Cancer Institute Grant #2U54CA143924. 
 
 

Student Mentor 
Arabella Andrade-Sanchez  David Garcia 

 Romeo James  Keith Maggert 
 Angel Marquez  Abhijit Date 

 Miranda Quinones-Zamora  Keith Maggert 
 Jocelyn Rodriguez  Gregory Rogers 

 

 
PLACE-BASED HEALTH INFORMATICS RESEARCH EDUCATION (PHIRE) 

 

Place-based Health Informatics Research Education (PHIRE) is a research training initiative for 
undergraduate students who are (a) currently enrolled or transferring to the University of 

Arizona, (b) interested in biomedical research, and (c) looking to pursue graduate education in 
areas related to health informatics. PHIRE offers an intensive, paid research experience for 12 

weeks in summer (plus part-time in Fall), followed by a tailored thematic minor in health 
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informatics.  This program is supported by the National Library of Medicine (NLM) of the National 
Institutes of Health under award number R25LM01422. PHIRE is institutionally supported, in part, 

by the BIO5 Institute, Office of HSI Initiatives, & the Undergraduate Biology Research Program 
(UBRP) at the University of Arizona. 

 
Student Mentor 

Cristobal Angeles Toscano  Alexander McGhee 
 Natalia Grazda-Valdez  Liliana Salvador 

 Sedona O'Hearn  Elise Erickson 
 Mahriza Pinon Manriquez  Sabrina McNew 

 Jeremy Purdy  Jason Karnes 
 Marla Rivas Pacheco  Jennifer Andrews 
 Daniel Rivera Castelo  Steven Bethard 
 Kusuma Teluguntla  Theodore Trouard 

 Arturo Tovar  Anna Morenz 
 Erick Yoakum  Heidi Brown 

 
 


